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THE  CHRISTIAN  AND  HIS  COUNTRY 
'Render  therefore  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's  and  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's/' 

Matthew  22; 21b 


A  paranoid  individual  is  a  person  who  feels  com- 
pelled to  divide  the  world  into  friends  and  enemies . 
Each  human  being  that  enters  his  life  is  either  for 
him  or  against  him.  Words^  acts^,  gestures  are  intent- 
ly searched  for  tell-tale  clues . 

There  are  disheartening  signs  that  our  nation  is 
becoming  paranoid.  Abroad ,,  we  have  a  way  of  asking 
countries  that  may  not  have  a  burning  interest  in  the 
question  to  declare  for  or  against  us.  At  home^  to 
call  the  policies  and  priorities  of  the  administration 
into  question^  is  to  have  one's  patriotism  impugned 0 
In  some  circle  Sj,  at  leasts  one  must  be  a  superpatriot 
or  be  judged  unpatriotic.  The  frustrations  of  a 
wretched  war  are  doing  strange  things  to  us» 

One  question  in  particular  has  been  gnawing  away 
at  me  over  recent  years.   It's  this;   Does  a  manfs 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  enhance  or  diminish  his  patriot- 
ism? What  is  the  relationship  between  the  Gloria  Patri 
and  the  Gloria  Patriae?  A  Jesuit  General^, quoted  re- 
cently in  "Time  Magazine/'  described  patriotism  as  "The 
most  certain  death  of  Christian  love."  The  early 
Christians moved  from  a  love  for  God  to  a  love  for  all 
humanity  without  stopping  along  the  way  to  develop  a 
noticeable  love  for  the  Roman  Empire .  Machiavelli 
argued  that  "It  is  impossible  to  build  a  strong  state 
among  Christians  since  the  Christian  religion  elicited 
universalistic  feelings  that  subverted  the  required 
nationalism."!.   So  the  ages  old  question  is  with  us 
yet ^  How  does  one  apportion  his  loyalty  to  Caesar  and 
to  God? 


The  matter  can  be  put  to  rest  rather  easily  if 
one  makes  Caesar  everything  and  God  nothing.   If  the 
national  interest  becomes  the  ultimate  concern  of  a 
man  then,  of  course,  religion  is  reduced  to  a  support- 
ive role  and  the  church  is  seen  as  a  mere  morale  build- 
er in  the  nation's  life.  While  such  commitment  to 
country  may  be  several  notches  above  obsession  with 
self  or  clan  it  remains  true  that  some  of  history's 
most  heinous  crimes  have  been  committed  by  people  who 
absolutized  the  flag  to  which  they  pledged  allegiance. 

Likewise  the  matter  can  be  rather  speedily  re- 
solved if  we  make  God  everything  and  Caesar  nothing. 
There  are  people  whose  religion  seems  to  lack  any 
public  or  historical  dimension.   In  the  name  of  faith 
they  abstain  from  causes  that  break  the  hearts  of 
other  men.  They  seem  unwilling  to  become  involved  in 
the  raging  issues  of  the  day.  Let  us  admit  that  all 
of  us  are  tempted  at  times  i  into  this  "other- 

worldly''  stance.  The  number  and  complexity  of  the 
problems  that  confront  us  are  positively  staggering. 
The  Mayor  of  New  York  City  deserves  some  kind  of  cita- 
tion just  for  showing  up  at  City  Halll 

But,  of  course,  we  cannot  withdraw.  To  do  so 
would  be  parasitical .  Raul  Tillieh  put  it  plainly; 
"History  has  given  to  everyone  the  physical,  social 
and  spiritual  conditions  of  his  existence.  Nobody  who 
uses  language  is  outside  history,  and  nobody  can  with- 
draw from  it.  The  monk  and  the  hermit,  those  who  try 
to  cut  all  social  and  political  ties,  are  dependent 
on  the  history  they  want  to  avoid,  and  further,  they 
influence  the  historical  movement  from  which  they  try 
to  separate  themselves.  It  is  an  often  repeated  fact 
that  those  who  have  refused  to  act  historically  have 
had  a  greater  impact  on  history  than  those  who  were 
near  the  centers  of       ical  action. "  £ 

Besides,  and  let  us  not  be  ashamed  to  admit  it, 
there  is  a  love  of  country  that  will  not  let  us  go. 
It  was  to  this  that  Kipling  wrote  when  he  said, 
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gave  all  men  all  earth  to  love . 
But  since  our  hearts  are  small, 
Ordained  for  each  one  spot  should  prove 
Beloved  over  all . "  2, 

¥r      #■   * 

Jesus  makes  it  clear  that  our  loyalty  is  not  to 
Caesar  or  to  God,  but  to  Caesar  and  to  God*   In  the 
Scripture  of  the  day  (Mat  22:15-22)  you  will  recall 
that  Jesus  refused  to  make  common  cause  with  the  Zeal- 
ots^ who  were  all  for  withholding  taxes  and  trying  by 
force  to  unseat  Rome .  At  the  same  time  He  did  not 
throw  in  with  the  Herodians  who  stood  for  a  policy  of 
collaboration  and  capitulation  to  Rome  . 

Jesus  is  saying,  in  effect,  that  Caesar  has  his 
rights:   "Render  therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things 
that  are  Caesar's."  (Mat  22:21b)  The  verb  "to  render" 
might  be  translated  "give  back."  His  inscription  is 
on  the  coin,  give  it  back  to  him.  And  this,  despite 
the  fact  that  Caesar  did  not  hold  legitimate  title  to 
the  land  of  Palestine*   Give  Caesar  what  belongs  to 
him.  You  use  his  roads,  you  use  his  postal  system, 
you  are  protected  by  his  courts  and  armies 0   "Render 
therefore  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's," 

But  Jesus  is  not  suggesting  here  that  there  are 
two  realms  of  equal  value .  This  was  Luther's  mistake 
as  he  ennuneiated  the  concept  of  the  two  kingdoms.  It 
is  not  the  case  that  Caesar  is  God's  counter-part  on 
earth.  Oscar  Cullman,  who  made  a  study  in  depth  of 
this  delicate  matter,  concludes  that,  "Jesus  accepts 
the  state  as  one  of  the  appointed  orders  of  creation, 
yet  refuses  to  regard  it  as  a  final  divine  institu- 
tion." £   Thus,  the  early  Christians  paid  their  taxes 
and  prayed  for  the  powers  that  be,  but  they  refused  to 
worship  at  Caesar's  altar.   "Render  therefore  unto 
Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's  and  to  God  the 
things  that  are  God's." 
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But  we  are  still  left  with  the  question  as  to 
where  to  draw  the  line .   On  an  occasion  when  a  Boy 
Scout  receives  a  "God  and  Country  Award"  there  is  no 
problem.  We  see  faith  and  flag  complementing  each 
other.   But  when  the  claims  of  God  and  country  run  a 
collision  course,  a  crisis  of  conscience  is  created. 
When  this  happens,  the  Scriptures  make  it  clear  what 
our  answer  should  be.   Charged  not  to  teach  in  The 
Name  by  the  Council  of  Jerusalem,  "Peter  and  the 
apostles  answered,  we  must  obey  God  rather  than  men." 
(Acts  5°29) 

*  *  ■* 

It  is  within  the  context  of  a  crisis  in  conscience 
that  I  wish  to  share  with  you  today  my  convictions  re- 
garding the  war  in  Vietnam0   In  the  course  of  my  first- 
year  with  you  other  issues  pressed  for  response;  most 
notably  the  issues  of  race  and  poverty.   I  think  I  owe 
it  to  you  now  to  go  on  record  regarding  this  war. 

Let  me  begin  by  saying  that  I  look  upon  the  pro- 
test movements  in  this  country  as  being  salutary  and 
beneficial.  We  would  have  greater  cause  for  worry  if 
no  one  cared  enough  to  speak.  A  few  years  ago  George 
Sokolsky  said  "The  immorality  of  our  times  is  most 
clearly  articulated  not  in  the  over-emphasis  on  sex, 
or  in  the  general  tendency  of  small  sets  of  intellec- 
tuals to  pervert  the  truth  to  suit  their  theories,  but 
in  the  disregard  of  brutality,  of  deceit,  of  falsehood. 
The  passion  for  protest  has  disappeared  even_in  those 
countries  that  call  themselves  democratic."  2  At  times 
the  form  of  protest  may  not  be  congenial  to  our  style 
or  temperament,  but  this  should  not  blind  us  to  the 
basic  Tightness  of  protest  movements  in  a  free  society. 

I  should  also  like  to  share  with  you  the  convic- 
tion that  it  is  grossly  unfair  to  imply  that  dissent 
carries  with,  it  implicit  disloyalty  to  the  boys  over- 
seas. Our  fighting  men  are  the  victims  of  tragic  mis- 
calculations at  high  levels.  Roy  Pearson  speaks  for 


-  4  - 


me  when  he  says,  "I  confess  to  a  vast  Impatience  with 
the  point  of  view  which  interprets  patriotism  as  sup- 
porting  our  boys  in  Vietnam  while  it  becomes  increas- 
ingly clear  that  we  support  them  only  as  pallbearers 
to  fruitless  graves  in  a  war  that  cannot  be  won.,"  ~ 

In  my  ministry  I  have  had  one  experience  of  seek- 
ing to  bring  the  comfort  of  the  Christian  faith  to  a 
family  that  had  lost  a  boy  in  Vietnam .   It  happened 
that  this  was  an  only  son,  the  heir  apparent  to  his 
father's  business .  We  were  near  the  family  when  the 
telegram  came „  We  were  there  when  the  officer  came 
out  from  Chicago  to  interpret  the  telegram <>  And  we 
were  with  them  through  many,  many  hours  of  heart- 
wrenching  agony,   I  can  assure  you  that  their  grief 
was  not  in  the  least  assuaged  by  the  fact  that  other 
boys  had  died  before  their  son,  nor  was  the  Tightness 
of  the  war  established  in  their  minds  at  the  prospect 
that  other  boys  would  follow  their  son  to  the  grave • 

United  States  fatalities  in  this  war  are  nearing 
40,000,   Try  to  humanize  that  figure.   The  ushers  at 
Riverside  march  to  the  chancel  with  the  offering  plates 
at  the  rate  of  two  a  second,  double  file.   If  we  began 
at  12s 00  noon  we  would  be  here  until  after  5«30  this 
afternoon  to  witness  the  procession  of  our  Vietnam 
dead.  These  are  not  units,  these  are  not  force s, 
these  are  not  troops,  these  are  not  casualties,  these 
are  men  1 1 

In  my  crisis  of  conscience  I  have  been  driven  to 
conclude  that  this  war  cannot  be  defended .   It's  not 
a  just  war.   In  fact,  there  might  not  be  any  such 
thing  now  or  ever  again  as  a  "just  war0iF  It  was 
Augustine  who  was  credited  with  this  term.  In  his  judg- 
ment a  war  was  just  when  the  end  was  good.  There  are 
still  some  of  us  who  dare  to  believe  that  World  War  II 
was  a  just  war,  since  it  prevented  Nazi  and  Fascist 
madness  from  flooding  the  entire  earth. 


But  now  the  means  of  war  are  so  unspeakably  inhu- 
man that  it  is  hard  to  imagine  any  end  that  could  jus- 
tify their  use.   In  wars  of  old  targets  were  limited. 
The  fighting  was  done  primarily  "by  mercenaries,  and 
damage  was  restricted.   In  contemporary  warfare,  how- 
ever, the  bombing  tends  to  be  indiscriminate.   Defoli- 
ation of  the  countryside  takes  place  and  civilian 
casualties  outrun  military  losses. 

Irving  Sarnoff  of  New  York  University  puts  forward 
a  point  of  view  which  I  dare  to  believe  articulates  the 
sympathies  of  a  prepondence  of  our  youth  today:   "To 
say  that  any  idea  about  how  life  should  be  lived  is 
more  valuable  than  life  itself  not  only  reveals  a  fail- 
ure of  thought  but  also  paves  the  way  for  slaughter. 
For  it  is  obvious  that  life  precedes  ideas;  and  that 
ideas  are  meaningless  without  life.  The  newborn  babe 
does  not  emerge  from  the  womb  with  militant  opinions 
about  what  is  best  for  himself  and  others.  Nor  can 
corpses  put  into  action  the  principles  of  living  on 
whose  behalf  they  were  slain.   Certainly,  when  the 
guillotine  falls,  it  ends  the  controversy  between  exe- 
cutioner and  victim.   But  it  does  not  resolve  the 
question  about  life  that  each  of  them  had  sought  to 
answer  in  a  different  way."  7 

The  great  new  fact  of  our  time  is  the  dawn  of 
world  history  1  Old  appeals  to  nationalism  will  no 
longer  do*   In  the  Presbyterian  service  of  marriage 
there  is  a  place  where  the  minister  prays  that  God  will 
give  this  man  and  woman  "a  new  frame  of  heart  fit  for 
their  new  e state o"  This  is  my  prayer  for  America,  that 
God  may  give  us  a  new  frame  of  heart  that  will  fit  us 
to  live  with  the  new  fact  of  our  time,  the  fact  of 
world  history. 

Arnold  Toynbee,  passing  through  Manhattan  a  while 
ago  said,  "It  makes  no  sense  to  divide  the  planet  up 
into  125  little  bits  and  call  them  sovereign.  Yet 
emotionally  we're  not  ready  to  give  this  up.   The  ques- 
tion is  whether  we  are  going  to  get  over  nationalism 
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or  destroy  ourselves  in  an  atomic  war/1  £  God  loves 
the  whole  world  -  Geographically ^  all  places;  Chrono- 
logically^ all  times;  Demographieally^,  all  people.  The 
real  patriot^  in  my  judgment ,  is  the  one  who  can  awaken 
his  country  to  the  new  fact  of  world  history  and  pre= 
pare  her  for  a  useful  life  within  it. 

I  want  to  close  by  reading  a  prepared  statement 
of  my  position  on  the  Vietnam  War.   1  do  so  in  fairness 
to  my  brethren  In  the  ministry  who  have  already  gone  on 
record*   1  do  so  In  fairness  to  you  whose  sons  1  may 
be  called  upon  to  counsel  in  this  matter. 


Not  being  a  pacifist  or  a  minister  In  a  peace 
church j  and  not  being  very  familiar  with  the  politics 
or  history  of  Vietnam.,  and  having  the  confidence  of 
the  average  citizen  in  his  government 9   my  earliest 
response  to  the  war  in  Vietnam  was  one  of  support  for 
American  involvement.  In  the  summer  of  86Yj>  however ^ 
1  came  to  believe  that  our  participation  In  this  war 
was  indefensible „ 

Chief  among  the  considerations  that  Induced  this 
shift  ares 

1.  The  inability  to  generate  confidence  in  the 
government  of  South  Vietnam. 

2.  An  Incapacity  to  accept  the  premise  that  as 
goes  Vietnam  so  goes  the  southeast  Asian  world, 

3.  A  sense  of  shame  that  a  nation  of  our  command- 
ing size  should  be  caught  in  such  a  mismatch 
In  the  eyes  of  all  the  world. 

h„   The  conviction  that  ideas  cannot  be  dispatched 
by  bombs  and  bullets. 


5°  The  awareness  that  the  possibility  of  a  nuclear 
holocaust  renders  the  "war  as  the  lesser  of  two 
evils"  theory  exceedingly  dubious „ 

6.  The  untenable  assumption  that  by  the  use  of 
force  we  can  teach  the  lesson  that  force  does 
not  pay, 

7*  A  belief  that  this  war  is  brutalizing  our  sensi- 
tivity to  the  sacredness  of  life  and  thus  con- 
tributing to  the  spirit  of  violence  now  building 
in  our  world. 

8.  The  critical  need  to  concentrate  money,  thought 
and  action  on  our  own  problems  of  urban  renewal,, 
poverty  and  racial  justice.. 

9.  The  hope  that  a  nation  conceived  in  revolution 
and  committed  to  the  Judaeo-Christian  view  of 
life  could  adopt  a  more  sympathetic  attitude 
towards  peoples  struggling  to  be  free*, 

I  do  not  hold  that  those  who  do  not  share  these 
views  are  less  sincere,  less  compassionate,  or  less 
Christian  than  I.   I  regard  our  GIs  in  Vietnam  as  the 
innocent  victims  of  a  war  that  never  should  have  in- 
volved us.   I  believe  that  the  status  of  Conscientious 
Objector  should  be  open  to  non-theists  as  well  as 
theists,  and  that  one  should  have  the  right  to  be  selec- 
tive in  the  wars  to  which  he  conscientiously  objects. 

I  believe  our  president,  in  keeping  with  his  cam- 
paign promise,  and  in  response  to  rapidly  mounting  con- 
cern across  the  nation,  should  step  up  any  and  all  moves 
that  would  bring  the  fighting  to  a  halt  in  Vietnam  and 
return  our  servicemen  home.  And  I  urge  upon  you,  my 
listeners,  a  serious  and  searching  use  of  the  Moratorium 
this  Wednesday.  Let  it  be  a  Holy  Day  and  not  a  Holiday . 
"Render  therefore  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's 
and  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's."  (Mat.  22:21b) 


CLOSING  PRAYER 


0  Thou  who  art  strong  beyond  our  strength 

And  wise  beyond  our  wisdom 

Be  Thou  our  Refuge  and  our  Light 

Through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord*. 

Amen, 


FOOTNOTES; 

1.  Quoted  from  his  Discourses  by  Harvey  Cox,   The 
Secular  City,  p.  28,  Macmillan  Co.,,  1965 

2o  Tillich,  Paul,  Systematic  Theology,  Vol.  XIX, 
p,  346,  Chicago  Press,,  1963 

3°  From  the  Poem  "Sussex" 

4.   Cullman,  Oscar ,  The  State  In  The  New  Testament , 
Scribner's,  New  York,  1956 

5-   Sokolsky,  George,  from  a  syndicated  editorial, 
February  10,  1957 

6.  Pearson,  Roy,  A  Patriotism  For  All  Seasons, 
"Saturday  Review, "  August  19,  I.9S7  = 

7.  Sarnoff,  Irving,  Society  With  Tears,  p0  283 
Citadel  Press,  New  York  1966 

8.  Toynbee,  Arnold,  "New  York  Times,"  October  1967 


69/29 


